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SUBJECT: TALK WITH KING HUSSEIN-LEBANON 

1 . KING WAS BACK IN TOUCH WITH ME EARLY EVENING OF JULY 15. 

WHILE CONVERSTION WAS FIXED ON ANOTHER SUBJECT. I ASKED HIM 
WHETHER HE HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH ASAD AND IF SO WHETHER 
THERE WAS ANYTHING NEW HE COULD PASS ON TO ME. 

2. KING SAID THAT THEIR HOT LINE SEEMS TO BE IN BAD SHAPE SO 
HE CALLED ASAD OVER THE OPEN LINE.THEIR TALK AS A RESULT WAS 
NECESSARILY VERY GUARDED. 

3. HE THEN SAID THAT ASAD SEEMS TO BE EXTREMELY WORRIED RIGHT NOW. 
KHADDAM IN MOSCOW HAD A REAL KNOCK DOWN DRAG OUT FIGHT WITH 
THE SOVIETS, ACCORDING 

TO THE KING. THE SOVIETS THREATENED SYRIA A NUMBER OF WAYS 
INSISTING THAT SYRIA MUST PULL OUT OF LEBANON. THE SOVIETS WANT 
SYRIA TO ALTER THE WHOLE COURSE OF ITS ACTION IN LEBANON. THE 
ASAD TOLD THE KING THAT SYRIA WAS DEALING WITH 

THE LEBANONESE PROBLEM AS A MATTER OF GREAT NATIONAL IMPORTANCE 
TO SYRIA AND THAT SYRIA WOULD NOT CHANGE OR COMPROMISE UNDER THESE 
CIRCUMSTANCES. KING CLAIMED THAT ASAD SAID THAT HE WILL 
INSIST ON CARRYING ON WITH HIS PRESENT EFFORT. 
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4. 1 THEN ASKED THE KING WHETHER ASAD HAD HAD ANYTHING MORE TO SAY 
ON THE POSSIBILITY OF CUBAN INVOLVEMENTM. KING SAID THAT ASAD HAD 
BEEN CAREFUL BUT DID CLAIM THAT THE SOVIETS SEEMED DETERMINED 
TO TURN THE LEBANON INTO ANOTHER "ANGOLA" WHICH APARENTLY IS WHAT 
HAS GIVEN ASAD AND KING THE LEAD TO TALK ABOUT "CUBAN" INTER 
VENTION. KING SAID THAT I MAY WELL BE SOMEONE ELSE THAT THE 
SOVIETS HAVE IN MIND. I MENTIONED LIBYA 
AND THE KING SAID HE DID NOW KNOW. 

5. KING THEN INDICATED THAT AS A RESULT OF HIS TALKS WITH ASAD HE KNEW 

THAT THE SYRIANS WERE SURE THAT A GRAT DEAL OF EFFORT WAS GOING 
ON IN TRYING TO RESUPPLY MILITARILY THE PALESTINIANS AND THE 
LEFT IN LEBANON. HE SAID THAT SRIA KNOWS THAT THE IRAQIS HAVE 
HAD MANY SUPPLY FLIGHTS TO EGYPT SENDING ARMS TERE FOR THE PAL 
ESTINIANS IN LEBANON. IN ADDITION 

SOVIET EQUIPMENT IS GETTING IN BY OTHER MEANS. INCLUNDING A NUMBER 
OF EGYPTIAN AIR FORCE CARGO FLIGHTS FROM EAST GERMANY. 

6. ASAD IS STILL CONCERNED ABOUT THE IRAQI BUILD UP ON HIS BORDERS 
WHICH DOES NOT SHOW SIGNS OF ABATING ACCORDING TO KING. 

7. KING SAID THAT ASAD IS NOW CONVINCED THAT RECENT ARAB LEAGUE 
MEETING WAS JUST A STALL TACTIC BY ARAFAT TO BUY MORE TIME. 

8. KING SAYS THAT ABDUL HALIM KHADDAM IS BEING SENT TO JORDAN 
TOMORROW OR SATURDAY TO EXPLAIN IN MORE DETAIL EXACTLY WHAT 
SYRIAN ASSESSMENT IS AND WHAT SYRIA 

BELIEVES IS GOING ON. KING ALSO SAID THAT HE HAS FILLED 
IN SAUDI CHIEF OF STFF WHO IS CURENTLY VISITING JORDAN ON SITUATION 
IN LEBANON. IF NECESSARY HE WILL SEND A SPECIAL EMISSAY TO SAUDIS 
FOLLOWING KHADDAMS VISIT HERE. KING TOLD ME THAT HE UNDERSTANDS 
THAT SADAT AND NUMEIRI WILL BE IN SAUDI ARABIA THIS WEEKEND AND 
FROM THAT POINT OF VIEW IT WOULD BE VALUABLE FORSYRIANS 
TO KEEP SAUDIS FULLY INFORMED. 

9 . WITHOUT MAKING A BIG THING OF IT IN SOURCE OF CONVERSATION I 
REPETED TO KING WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN HAVING ANY 

SOLID EVIDENCE HE MIGHT TURN UP OF POTENTIAL CUBAN INVOLVEMENT. 
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10. KING ALSO MADE IT CLEAR THAT ASAD WAS AWARE KING KE EPING 
US INFORMED. 

11. SUBSEQUNT TO PREPARING THE ABOVE, NEW MINISTER OF COURT 
AMER KHAMMASH CALLED ME IN TO SEE HIM. HE SAID KING HAD CHARGED 
HIM TO PROVIDE ME WITH SOME MORE DETAILS-KING HAD SPOKEN WITH ME 
OVER PALACE MICROWAVE LINK TO AQABA. BASICALLY KHAMMASH GAVE ME 
SAME INFORATION THAT KING HAD PASSED ON. HE SAID THAT THERE HAD 
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BEEN OVER 40 EGYPTIAN FLIGHTS TO EAST GERMANY. HE ALSO ADDED IN 
CONFIDENCE THAT KING WAS TOYING WITH IDEA OF TRYING TO SEE SADAT 
IN EGYPT ABOUT THE PROBLEM IN THE HOPE THAT IT CAN BE HELPFUL. 
KAHMMASH BELIEVES THAT SAUDIS CAN BE MORE USEFUL IN THIS THAN 
ANYONE ELSE AND HE SAID THAT KING HOPED US WOULD BE 
TALKING WITH BOTH SAUDIS AND EGYPTIANS IN AN EFFORT TO TRY TO 
STOP THEM AND OTHER ARABS WITTINGLY OR UNWITTINGLY FROMCOOPERATING 
WITH SOVITS WHO SEEM BENT ON EXPANDING THE CONFLICT AND POSSIBLY 
ON STIMULATING OR SPONSORING INTERVENTION IN LEBANON ON THE 
ANGOLA MODEL. KHAMMASH IS PERSONALLY SCEPTICAL THAT AFTER OUR 
RECENT WARNINGS TO CAIRO CUBANS WOULD TRY INTERVENING IN LEBANON 
BUT HE THINKSSOVIETS MIGHT TRY USING SOMEONE ELSE— HE HAS NOT 
SPECIFIC. 

PICKERING 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SPHERE OF INFLUENCE, INTERVENTION, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, THREATS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 15 JUL 1976 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976AMMAN03721 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760273-0676 
From: AMMAN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760757/aaaabxui.tel 

Line Count: 129 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <05 MAY 2004 by ElyME>; APPROVED <02 SEP 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TALK WITH KING HUSSEIN-LEBANON 
TAGS: PFOR, LE, SY, XF, (ASAD, HAFIZ AL) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



